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covert activities. Part of a successful war on
terror is for the United States of America
to be able to conduct operations, all aimed
to protect the American people, covertly.

However, I can tell you two things: One,
that we abide by the law of the United States;
we do not torture. And two, we will try to
do everything we can to protect us within
the law. We're facing an enemy that would
like to hit America again, and the American
people expect us to, within our laws, do ev-
erything we can to protect them. And that’s
exactly what the United States is doing. We
do not render to countries that torture. That
has been our policy, and that policy will re-
main the same.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:11 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Ronald Schultz and Tom Fox,
American citizens taken hostage in Iraqg; senior
Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; and
Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist
organization. A reporter referred to Howard
Dean, chairman, Democratic National Com-
mittee. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks on Lighting the Hanukkah
Menorah
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Welcome to the White House. Laura and
I are glad you're here, and we're glad to be
here to celebrate the festival of Hanukkah.
Hanukkah begins later this month. It’s a time
to remember the story of a miracle once wit-
nessed in the Holy Temple in Jerusalem.

More than 2,000 years ago, the ancient
land of Israel was conquered, and Jewish
people were forbidden to pray, observe their
religious customs, or study the Torah. In re-
sponse, a patriot named Judah Maccabee led
a revolt against the enemy army. Their num-
bers were small, yet their courage in defense
of their faith was powerful, and they were
triumphant.

When the Maccabees returned to reclaim
their Holy Temple, the oil that should have
lasted only 1 day, instead burned for 8 days.
During Hanukkah, Jews across the world sig-
nify this miracle by lighting the menorah.
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This act commemorates the victory of free-
dom over oppression and of hope shining
through darkness. Today, that light still burns
in Jewish homes and synagogues everywhere.
And today, that light will burn here in the
White House.

Laura and I are honored to have a beau-
tiful menorah here from Park Synagogue in
Cleveland, Ohio. Rabbi Skoff, thank you very
much for sharing it with us. I also want to
thank Rabbi Barry Gelman for his prayer and
thank him for his deep compassion. As he
mentioned, he is the rabbi from the United
Orthodox Synagogues in Houston, whose
members did so much to help the victims
of Hurricane Katrina.

I want to thank the West Point Jewish
Cadet Choir for being here with us this
evening. Our Nation is grateful to the Amer-
ican troops of all faiths who are serving our
country around the world and who are away
from their families this holiday.

The word “Hanukkah” and the Hebrew
word for education both come from the same
root word that means “to dedicate.” And ear-
lier today, I met with some of the leaders
from our Nation’s Jewish day schools. As
educators who dedicate themselves to teach-
ing the faith and to teaching, they are ful-
filling the true lesson of Hanukkah every day
of the year. Just as the Maccabees reclaimed
their Holy Temple, these teachers help en-
sure that Jewish traditions are passed from
generation to generation.

Tonight as we prepare to light the candles,
we are grateful for our freedoms as Ameri-
cans, especially the freedom to worship. We
are grateful that freedom is spreading to still
new regions of the world, and we pray that
those who still live in the darkness of tyranny
will some day see the light of freedom.

And now, I invite Rabbi Skoff and his
daughter and family to join me for the sym-
bolic lighting of the White House menorah.
The honor is yours.

NotTE: The President spoke at 5:37 p.m. in the
Bookseller’s Area in the East Wing at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Rabbi Josh-
ua Skoff, Park Synagogue, Cleveland Heights,
Ohio, and his daughter, Eden.
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Remarks to the Council on Foreign
Relations
December 7, 2005

Thank you all. Richard, thanks for the invi-
tation. Thanks for letting me come by and
address the Council on Foreign Relations.
The Council is one of America’s oldest and
most admired foreign policy organizations,
and I appreciate the chance to come and talk
about foreign policy.

Richard is a good man, and he’s doing a
fine job as the President of the Council on
Foreign Relations. And I appreciate your
service to the country. I want to thank Nancy
Roman. I want to thank the board members
of the Council. And I want to thank you all
for being here today.

Today we mark the anniversary of a fateful
day in American history. On December the
Tth, 1941, our peaceful Nation awoke to an
attack plotted in secret and executed without
mercy. The strike on Pearl Harbor was the
start of a long war for America—a massive
struggle against those who attacked us and
those who shared their destructive ambitions.
Fortunately for all of us, a great generation
of Americans was more than equal to the
challenge. Our Nation pulled together, and
despite setbacks and battlefield defeats, we
did not waver in freedom’s cause. With cour-
age and determination, we won a war on two
fronts. We liberated millions. We aided the
rise of democracy in Europe and Asia. We
watched enemies become allies, and we laid
the foundation of peace for generations.

On September the 11th, 2001, our Nation
awoke to another sudden attack. In the space
of just 102 minutes, more Americans were
killed than we lost at Pearl Harbor. Like gen-
erations before us, we accepted new respon-
sibilities, and we confronted new dangers
with firm resolve. Like generations before us,
we're taking the fight to those who attacked
us—and those who share their murderous vi-
sion for future attacks. Like generations be-
fore us, we've faced setbacks on the path to
victory, yet we will fight this war without wa-
vering. And like the generations before us,
we will prevail.

Like earlier struggles for freedom, this war
will take many turns, and the enemy must
be defeated on every battlefront, from the
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streets of Western cities to the mountains of
Afghanistan, to the tribal regions of Pakistan,
to the islands of Southeast Asia, and the Hormn
of Africa. Yet the terrorists have made it clear
that Iraq is the central front in their war
against humanity. So we must recognize Iraq
as the central front in the war on terror.

Last week at the Naval Academy, I gave
the first in a series of speeches outlining our
strategy for victory in Iraq. I explained that
our strategy begins with a clear under-
standing of the enemy we face. The enemy
in Iraq is a combination of rejectionists and
Saddamists and terrorists. The rejectionists
are ordinary Iraqis, mostly Sunni Arabs, who
miss the privileged status they had under the
regime of Saddam Hussein. They reject an
Iraq in which they are no longer the domi-
nant group. We believe that, over time, most
of this group will be persuaded to support
a democratic Iraq led by a Federal Govern-
ment that is strong enough to protect minor-
ity rights.

The Saddamists are former regime loyal-
ists who harbor dreams of returning to
power, and theyre trying to foment anti-
democratic sentiment amongst the larger
Sunni community. Yet they lack popular sup-
port, and over time, they can be marginalized
and defeated by security forces of a free Iraq.

The terrorists affiliated with or inspired by
Al Qaida are the smallest but most lethal
group. Many are foreigners coming to fight
freedom’s progress in Iraq. They are led by
a brutal terrorist named Zarqawi, Al Qaida’s
chief of operations in Iraq, who has pledged
his allegiance to Usama bin Laden. The ter-
rorists” stated objective is to drive the United
States and coalition forces out of Iraq and
to gain control of the country. They would
then use Iraq as a base from which to launch
attacks against America, overthrow moderate
governments in the Middle East, and try to
establish a totalitarian Islamic empire that
reaches from Indonesia to Spain.

The terrorists in Iraq share the same ide-
ology as the terrorists who struck the United
States on September the 11th, blew up com-
muters in London and Madrid, murdered
tourists in Bali, killed workers in Riyadh, and
slaughtered guests at a wedding in Amman,
Jordan. This is an enemy without conscience;



